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In re Grain Buyer
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE
Hansen-Mueller Co.

NOTICE BY NORTH DAKOTA
AGRICULTURE COMMISSIONER,
ACTING BY AND THROUGH THE
NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE, OF INSOLV-
ENCY PROCEEDING FOR GRAIN
BUYER HANSEN-MUELLER CO.

AND

NOTICE TO FILE CLAIMS PUR-
SUANT TON.D.C.C. § 4.1-59-25

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
Hansen-Mueller Co., ("Hansen-
Mueller") filed voluntary a petition for
relief under chapter 11 the Bankruptcy
Code in the United States Bankruptcy
Court for the District of Nebraska (the
"Bankruptcy Court"), being case no.
25-81226- TLS and pursuant to 11
U.S.C. § 362(a) Hansen-Meuller's fil-
ing of this bankruptcy petition oper-
ated as an automatic stay against all
proceedings as to Hansen-Mueller.

NOTICE IS FURTHER PROVIDED
that on January 13, 2026, the North
Dakota Agriculture Department (the
"Ag Department") obtained order from
the Bankruptcy Court granting relief
terminating the automatic stay to al-
low the North Dakota Agriculture
Commissioner, by and through the Ag
Commissioner, to proceed with an in-
solvency proceeding for Hansen-
Mueller under North Dakota law.

NOTICE IS FURTHER PROVIDED
that by Order dated February 6, 2026
issued by the Ag Commissioner,
Hansen-Mueller was found and de-
clared to be insolvent within the mean-
ing of N.D.C.C. § 4.1-59-21, and upon
such insolvency a trust fund was found
to be established with the Ag Commis-
sioner being the trustee of the trust
fund as described in N.D.C.C. § 4.1-
59-22.

NOTICE IS FURTHER PROVIDED
that by the February 6, 2026 Order, the
Ag Commissioner, by and through the
Ag Department, was appointed and dir-
ected to take and complete all actions
authorized and necessary under
N.D.C.C. chapters 4.1-59 and 4.1-61
relating to the insolvency of Hansen-
Mueller, including, among other mat-
ters, to publish and provide by ordin-
ary U.S. mail the notice described in
N.D.C.C. § 4.1-59-25 relating the out-
standing noncredit- sale contract re-
ceipt holder claimants and credit-sale
contract claimants to file claims for un-
paid grain purchased or marketed by
Hansen-Mueller and/or grain Hansen-
Mueller has been unable to delivery;
and to take all action necessary to se-
cure and obtain the proceeds from the
surety bond, issued for Hansen-Mueller
grain buying license, with such pro-
ceeds being available for distribution to
noncredit-sale contract receipt holder
claimants (less expenses incurred by
the Ag Commissioner in the adminis-
tration of this insolvency) in accord-

ance with the provisions of N.D.C.C.
chapter 4.1-59 and for the credit-sale
indemnity fund to be made available
for payment to credit-sale contract
claimants, up to but not exceeding the
statutory limits in accordance with the
provisions of N.D.C.C. chapter 4.1-61.

NOTICE IS FURTHER PROVIDED
that any outstanding noncredit-sale
contract receipt holder claimants and
credit-sale contract claimants shall file
their claims against Hansen- Mueller
with the Ag Commissioner, to the fol-
lowing individual who has been desig-
nated by the Ag Commissioner to re-
ceive claims filed in this action:

Daniel L. Gaustad
Attorney at Law

24 North 4th Street
Grand Forks, ND 58203

NOTICE IS FURTHER PROVIDED
that any claim to be made against
Hansen-Mueller in this insolvency pro-
ceeding must be filed on or before May
1, 2026.

NOTICE IS FURTHER PROVIDED
that any outstanding noncredit-sale
contract receipt holder claimants and
credit-sale contract claimants filing a
claim with the Ag Commissioner in
this proceeding shall include receipts,
contracts or any other evidence of the
claims as required by the Ag Commis-
sioner to enable the Ag Commissioner,
acting by and through the Ag Depart-
ment, to determine the validity of the
claim. Information and documents to
be filed with a claim may include, but
is not limited to, grain warehouse re-
ceipts, scale tickets, checks or other
memoranda given by Hansen-Mueller
for, or as evidence of, purchase or mar-
keting of grain, and any distributions
received or to be received under
Hansen-Mueller bankruptcy proceed-

ing.

NOTICE IS FURTHER PROVIDED
that if an outstanding receipt holder or
credit-sale contract claimant fails to
file a claim, as described in this Notice,
on or before April 1, 2026 the Ag
Commissioner shall be relieved of fur-
ther duty or action under N.D.C.C.
Chapters 4.1-59 and 4.1-61 on behalf
of said noncredit-sale receipt holder
claimant or credit-sale contract
claimant and the noncredit-sale receipt
holder claimant or credit-sale contract
claimant may be barred from payment
for any amount due.

DATED this 6th day of February,
2026
/s/ Doug Goehring
DOUG GOEHRING
North Dakota

Agriculture Commissioner
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Dr. Blaine Burdick

Qptometrist

EYE CAR

211 4th St. NE Ste.1
Devils Lake, ND

CONVENIENT HOURS

Monday-Friday
8:00 am-5:00 pm

662-2040

6GG6G2-2817

BANKRUPTCY

Chapter 7, 11, 12 & 13,
__PAYMENT PLAN AVAHABLE

Law. Office,

Devils Lake
701-662-8029

Cando
701-662-8029
Grand Forks

701-795-5062
[8)

r
1-800-993-4307

DRS. ENDERLE
& JOHNSTON

OPTOMETRISTS
Hwy. 2 ® Devils Lake, ND 58301
Monday-Friday
8:30 am-5:00 pm
Thursday
8:30 am-7:00 pm

7101-662-4085
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Notices

0872

701.238.5810. Free evaluation.

brands only! Call 1-833-641-6634

498-1853

HELP WANTED

YOU CAN PLACE a 25-word classified ad—like this one—in every North Dakota newspaper for only $160. It's easy. Contact this newspaper for details.

SERVICES

NEED NEW WINDOWS? Drafty rooms? Chipped or damaged frames? Need outside noise reduction? New, energy efficient windows may be the answer!
Call for a consultation & FREE quote today. 1-877-200-2734

ELECTRICAL SERVICES: Reliable & experienced. Competitive rates. From simple household problems to installing a brand new electrical system, we can
take care of it all! Call now and have the zip code of the service location when you call! 1-877-403-0282

Struggling with debt? If you have over $15,000 in debt we help you be debt free in as little as 24-48 months. Pay nothing to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-688-

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

ND FARM LAND Values surge upward. Are you selling or renting? Pifer’s Auction and Farm Land Management. Bob Pifer 701.371.8538. Kevin Pifer

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

CAS$H PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. These

LOOKING FOR THE most complete listing of ND Media? ND Media Guide. Call 701-223-6397, ND Newspaper Association.

AUTOS WANTED

Donate your vehicle to help find missing children and prevent abduction. Fast free pickup, running or not, 24 hr response. No emission test required,
maximum tax deduction. Support Find the Children, call: 1-833-545-0694.

HEALTH/MEDICAL

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW! 1-833-641-3417

MISCELLANEOUS

WE BUY VINTAGE GUITARS! Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D’Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-833-641-7066

We Buy Houses for Cash AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy process: Call, get cash offer and get paid. Call today for your fair cash offer: 1-701-

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE RESTORATION. Our trusted professionals will restore your home to protect your family and your home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-877-
936-0513 Mold Remediation services are also available!

HAVE a news release or other information that needs to reach all ND newspapers? ND Newspaper Association can help! One call does it all. 701-223-6397.

DAKOTA DATEBOOKS FOR FEBRUARY 2026

DAKOTA DATE-
BOOK: The Groundhog
and His Shadow

February 2: As the
calendar turned the page
from 1940 to 1941, there
was more than enough
bad news in the papers.
The front page of the
Fargo Forum reported on
the fighting in Europe,
and the predictions were
bleak. It seemed as if the
countries of the world
were falling like domi-
noes before the German
Army. And Great Britain
was fearful of worsening
air attacks.

North Dakotans were
aware of the fighting,
and concerned for what
the future would bring,
but there was also posi-
tive news as folks were
still able to take some
joy amid the winter
weather.

On this date in 1941,
the groundhog saw his
shadow, predicting six
more weeks of winter,
but rather than dwell on
the length of the winter,
plans were in the works
for some fun. The Fargo
Forum reported that the
American Legion post
was sponsoring a special
11-car Northern Pacific
train to take almost 300
people to the winter car-
nival in St. Paul. Another
eight-car Great Northern

train would carry 100 to
the event.

For those who did not
want to venture to Min-
nesota, there was plenty
to do in North Dakota.
Wahpeton’s sixth annual
winter festival featured
26 members of the new
figure skating club in an
exhibition and a compe-
tition. They were joined
by members of the Fargo
skating club. The Wahpe-
ton Independents hockey
team held a game against
a team from Fergus Falls,
and a snowman-building
contest was scheduled.
The city had collected
Christmas trees and
planned to burn them in
an evening bonfire.

In Enderlin, residents
gathered for a hobby
show attended by more
than 500 people. Exhib-
its included carvings,
paintings, ceramics, and
a stamp collection. Local
students provided music
and performed a play.

Fargo citizens attended
an event called “Get to
Know Your Hockey,”
featuring a game at
the Fargo Arena. The
program was designed
to promote the game
of hockey, and cards
explaining the rules were
passed out to the audi-
ence. Ladies were admit-
ted free, and gentlemen

were encouraged to
bring their wives or girl-
friends with the promise
that the action would
surely give them a thrill.
The groundhog may
have seen his shadow,
and world headlines may
have been grim, but that
did not stop the hearty
residents of North Dako-
ta from enjoying winter
in 1941.
Dakota Datebook Writ-
ten by Carole Butcher
DAKOTA DATE-
BOOK: Free Coal for
Needy Families in
Grand Forks, 1921
February 3: Winter
in North Dakota is not
for the faint of heart,
for blasts of Arctic cold
can freeze your nose
or your toes. Sub-zero
temperatures in Janu-
ary and February have
always posed a challenge
to homeowners, with
the poorest residents
of North Dakota facing
the greatest challenge
in paying to heat their
homes. Today’s Dakota
Datebook tells how the
people of Grand Forks
provided assistance to
its neediest citizens back
in the 1920s, and how
a coal-mining company
helped out.
It was on this date
in 1921 that the Grand
Forks Herald reported

that city officials had
helped 52 families in

the month of January
with “supplies of various
kinds.” The county had
a “poor fund” that gave
assistance by various
means, providing grocer-
ies, clothing, heating
fuel, rent money, hospital
care, or medicines, and
the city had an Overseer
of the Poor, Mrs. Edith
M. Pierce, to determine
who was eligible for the
assistance.

Among the families
who needed help were
19 widows with children,
22 cases of sickness, 11
cases of lack of employ-
ment, and three home-
less children. Addition-
ally, Mrs. Pierce was able
to help 35 families with
heating assistance in the
form of coal from the
western part of the state.

Each of the 35 families
got “a ton of coal” deliv-
ered to their home, free
of charge, courtesy of the
Whittier-Crockett Coal
Company from their big
coalmine located near
the town of Columbus,
right next to the Cana-
dian border.

The Whittier-Crockett
Coal Company owned
the largest strip mine
in Northwestern North
Dakota, and the com-
pany’s president, H.A.

Whittier, established a
tradition of sending coal
to several cities in the
state. Whittier called
the gift a “thanksgiving
offering” to Dakotans
because his company
had “enjoyed very liberal
patronage” throughout
North Dakota and he
wished to give some-
thing back to its poorest
citizens.

Grand Forks got a
traincar-load, as did
Fargo, Devils Lake, and
Minot. Each railway car
contained 35 tons of
“screened lump lignite”
coal. The Great North-
ern Railway shipped the
cargo for free.

Red Cross volunteers
delivered the coal to the
families, using wagons
owned by the city. Those
tons of free coal warmed
hearts and homes that
cold mid-winter of 1921.

Dakota Datebook writ-
ten by Dr. Steve Hoff-
beck

Recruiting the number
of soldiers officials called
for appeared impos-
sible. Company B of
the Dakota Cavalry had
been thrown together
at Sioux City, Iowa in
December 1862, and
that same month, the
previous governor had
created a consolidated
Company C, but a need

remained, and Hutchin-
son’s new recruitment
order proved ineffective.
Generals Alfred Sully
and Henry Hastings
Sibley eventually led
their punitive expedi-
tions with cavalries from
Iowa, Minnesota and
Nebraska.

Companies A and B of
the Dakota Cavalry did
play a small role, how-
ever. In 1864 they trav-
eled as a bodyguard for
Sully for a rendezvous
near present-day Pierre,
South Dakota, prior to
the Battle of Tahkahoku-
ty Mountain, also known
as the Battle of Killdeer
Mountain, the largest
armed conflict between
the U.S. Army and Plains
Indians.

Dakota Datebook writ-
ten by Jack Dura

“Dakota Datebook”
is a radio series from
Prairie Public in partner-
ship with the State His-
torical Society of North
Dakota and with funding
from the North Dakota
Humanities Council. See
all the Dakota Datebooks
at prairiepublic.org,
subscribe to the “Dakota
Datebook” podcast, or buy
the Dakota Datebook book
at shopprairiepubli



