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ND, Minn. U.S. attorney nominees stuck in Senate impasse

BY TASHA CARVELL
The Forum

WASHINGTON —
Some Republican sena-
tors reacted furiously to a
hold put on President
Donald Trump’s nomi-
nees for U.S. attorney in
several districts around
the country, including
North Dakota and Minne-
sota, this week by Sen.
Dick Durbin, D-Illinois,
who responded that his
action was simply follow-
ing the precedent set by
Republicans during for-
mer President Joe Biden’s
term.

Among the U.S. attor-
ney nominees caught up
in the blockade placed on
their confirmation by
instant voice vote, or
unanimous consent, rath-
er than by a recorded, roll
call floor vote, which
takes more time, are
Nicholas Chase for the
District of North Dakota
and Daniel Rosen for the
District of Minnesota.

Both nominees received
bipartisan support when
they were named earlier
this year and in commit-
tee, including Rosen get-
ting an official “blue
slip,” or signal of sup-
port, from Minnesota’s
Democratic Sens. Amy
Klobuchar and Tina
Smith.

Sen. Kevin Cramer,
R-N.D., said Senate Demo-
crats were engaging in

“unprecedented, unac-
ceptable, historical” lev-
els of obstruction with
the move.

“There’s no justifica-
tion and it’s a spiteful
attempt to retaliate
against people who voted
for a president that Dem-
ocrats don’t like. It’s
childish, they’re petulant
children, and it’s time for
us to change the rules in
the Senate, and make
sure that President
Trump has the govern-
ment he needs and
deserves as president of
the United States,” Cram-
er said.

In response to inquiries
from The Forum regard-
ing Durbin’s blockade, a
spokesperson for Klobu-
char noted both Minneso-
ta senators’ support for
Rosen’s confirmation but
did not comment further.
Smith’s office declined
comment for this story.

Durbin, who is also the
ranking member of the
Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, said during a
hearing Tuesday that
Republicans claiming his
blockade is “unprecedent-
ed” are deliberately
ignoring the previous
four years.

“For decades, the Sen-
ate confirmed U.S. attor-
neys by voice vote or
unanimous consent. All
85 of President Trump’s
U.S. attorney nominees
during his first

administration were
approved by voice vote —
all of them. But early in
the Biden administration,
things changed and Sen-
ate Republicans began a
campaign of obstruc-
tion,” Durbin said.
Durbin said Republi-
cans complaining now
were simply “twisting in
the wind,” and recounted
that in April 2021, Sen.
Tom Cotton, R-Ark.,
announced he would
block nominees from any
state represented by a
Democrat on the Judicia-
ry Committee, an impasse
which lasted several
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Cass County Judge Nicholas Chase listens to an audio
recording Oct. 17, 2024, in Cass County district court.
Chase has been nominated to be the U.S. attorney for
North Dakota.

months. In June 2023,
Durbin added, then-Sen.
JD Vance announced he
would place a blanket
hold on all Justice
Department nominees
under Biden, including
U.S. attorneys.

Durbin quoted Vance
from that time as having
said his hold was an
attempt to “grind the Jus-
tice Department to a
halt.”

As aresult, Biden was
only able to fill 68 of the
93 U.S. attorney positions
with Senate-confirmed
nominees during his
administration, Durbin

said.

Durbin said the current
blockade was also a
response to what he
called the Trump admin-
istration’s “illegal and
unprecedented approach
to filling U.S. attorney
vacancies with extreme
candidates while making
no attempt, no attempt, to
consult with Democratic
senators,” in some cases.

“The path forward can-
not result in Republican
senators having their pre-
ferred U.S. attorney nomi-
nees confirmed, while
Democratic senators have
outrageous picks
installed in their states in
legally dubious ways,”
Durbin said. “I look for-
ward to working ... on a
fair and bipartisan solu-
tion to this problem. It’s
been created by both par-
ties. We’re facing it now.
Let’s do something about
it in a civil way, in a fair
way, and I think we can
achieve that.”

Sen. John Hoeven,
R-N.D., gave a measured
response to the confirma-
tion blockade, saying,
“We continue working to
advance Nicholas Chase’s
nomination as U.S. Attor-
ney for North Dakota,
along with the many
other nominations being
held up by Senate Demo-
crats, and we believe we
can get Nick confirmed
before the end of the
month.”

“Since Senate Demo-
crats are unwilling to
reach a compromise, we
are looking at different
proposals to change the
rules for how these nomi-
nations are confirmed by
the Senate,” Hoeven said.

Chase was recommend-
ed to be North Dakota’s
U.S. attorney in January
and the Trump adminis-
tration officially nomi-
nated him for the role in
May. His nomination
advanced to the full Sen-
ate for consideration after
clearing the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee in July.

An East Central Dis-
trict judge since 2022,
Chase previously served
as an assistant in the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for 20
years, leading the office’s
appellate, white-collar
fraud, criminal immigra-
tion and asset recovery
units during that time. A
North Dakota native,
Chase also previously
worked in private prac-
tice and as a federal judi-
cial law clerk.

Rosen was nominated
for the Minnesota posi-
tion in May. A graduate
of the University of Min-
nesota Law School, he
has more than 30 years of
experience as a litigator
at the federal and state
levels, according to the
university.

Readers can reach Forum
reporter Tasha Carvell at
tcarvell@forumcomm.com.
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Jamestown Sun at no
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activity, email it to news@
jamestownsun.

Monday, Sept. 8
Jamestown Kiwanis, noon,
Baymont by Wyndham, 507
25th St SW.

James River Alcoholics
Anonymous, 4:30 (open)
and 8 p.m. (closed), 518

10th Ave. SE, (topic).

Celebrate Recovery, 6
p.m. dinner, 7 p.m. meeting,
Church of the Nazarene,
1306 6th Ave. SE.

Narcotics Anonymous,
noon, Clubhouse. 518 10th
Ave. SE.

North Dakota State
Hospital Governing
Body, 9-11 a.m., lower-
level conference room,
Jamestown Area Chamber
of Commerce, 120 2nd St.
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Buffalo Bridges Human
Service Zone, 11a.m., 116
1st St. E, Jamestown.

Jamestown/Stutsman
Development Corp. Board
of Directors, 11:45a.m.,
lower-level conference
room, Jamestown Area
Chamber of Commerce, 120
2nd St. SE.

Jamestown Parks and
Recreation budget
hearing, 5 p.m., Two

Accident spills
diesel, chemicals
into western North
Dakotariver

NEW ENGLAND, N.D.
— An agricultural imple-
ment accident Wednes-
day, Sept. 3, spilled diesel
fuel and chemicals into
the Cannonball River
near New England.

According to a release
from the North Dakota
Department of Environ-
mental Quality, an unde-
termined amount of die-
sel fuel and roughly 200
gallons of chemicals
spilled into the river. The
driver of the involved
vehicle was uninjured,
the release said.

Hettinger County
Emergency Management
used a boom to contain
the spill and Environ-
mental Quality person-
nel collected water sam-
ples for analysis. Mem-
bers of the public are

BRIEF

asked to avoid recreation
within a one-mile radius
upstream and down-
stream of the spill. Con-
suming fish from the
area is also discouraged
until further notice, the
release said.

The department is
working with the respon-
sible party to clean the
site, the release said, and
will continue to monitor
remediation efforts.

Authorities will update
the public once the area
is confirmed to be safe,
according to the release.
New England is in
western North Dakota,
roughly 25 miles south of
Dickinson. The Cannon-
ball River begins north
of Amidon and flows to
the Missouri River,
according to an Environ-
mental Quality fact sheet.
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DONT GET
STUCK ¢

GET A HEATING
TUNE UP NOW!

.............

Jamestown Plumbing,
Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

Neit Guthmiller - Master License Number 0013
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251-2917
Jamestown,
ND 58401
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Witthauer

Financial Group

5.00%

12 & 24 Months Guaranteed
Fixed Interest Annuity!

Our Multi-Year Guaranteed Annuity offers monthly interest after the 1st month, or
10% penalty-free liquidity after the 1st year. Full liquidity for chronic or terminal illness,
& nursing home qualifying conditions. Available as a Traditional IRA, Rothe IRA, or
Non-Qualified account. RMD friendly.

Call us at 701-252-8000
Info@witthauerfinancialgroup.com

Witthauer Financial Group

Available exclusively in AR, AZ, IA, KS, LA, MO, MT, ND, NM, NV, OH OK, TX, UT, & WI. Multi-Year Guaranteed Annuity
ICC23-MYGA3000 interest rates and riders as of 06/01/2025 and may be subject to future changes. All guarantees are backed by the
financial strength and claims-paying ability of American Savings Life Insurance Company, 935 E. Main Street, Mesa, AZ 85203. Rider
restrictions apply, see also sample annuity contract with no cost riders for more details. Annuities involve fees and charges including
possible surrender penalties. Withdrawals are subject to ordinary income taxes, including a potential 10% IRS penalty before age 59 1/2.

5.50%

60 months Guaranteed
Fixed Interest Annuity!

Rivers Activity Center

multipurpose room, followed

by Jamestown Parks and
Recreation Commission.

Tuesday, Sept. 9
Storytime for preschoolers,
toddlers, 10 a.m., Alfred
Dickey Library, 105 3rd St.
SE.

Rotary, 12:10 p.m., Club
1883, 519 1st Ave. S.

Gamblers Anonymous,
5:30 p.m., AA Clubhouse,
518 10th Ave. SE.

James River Alcoholics
Anonymous, noon (closed,
topic) and 8 p.m. (open, Big
Book), 518 10th Ave. SE.

James River Alanon
Family, 7 p.m., AA
Clubhouse, 518 10th Ave.
SE.

Jamestown Overcomers
Narcotics Anonymous,
7:30 p.m., Seventh-day
Adventist Church, 1201 4th
St. NE.

Stutsman County Park

WESTERN
PRODUCTS ==

THE RIGHT CHOICE FOR
ASPHALT ROOFIN

Portfolio, 8:15a.m.,
Commission Room,
Stutsman County
Courthouse, 511 2nd Ave.
SE, Jamestown

JRMC Auxiliary hosts
22nd Annual Tea for All
Seasons, 2-4 p.m., at
Trinity Lutheran Church,
523 4th Ave. SE. Tickets:
$12, available at the door;
attendees encouraged to
wear hats, dresses, tea
time attire. Style show
included.
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= OR $0 DOWN, 0% INTEREST,
NO PAYMENTS FOR 12 MONTHS!"

UPGRADE

TO THE GOLDEN PLEDGE®
WARRANTY ON GAF
ASPHALT SHINGLES!

Over 75 Years in
Home Improvement

Since 1948, we have provided

high-quality, American-made products
and services to our customers. With
Western Products, you can always
expect professional installation and
the superior protection of our asphalt

or metal roofing.

CALL TODAY to schedule your FREE consultation!

3 701-505-1730

*DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer valid 9/1/25-8/30/25. Financing subject 1o credit approval. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. Consumer foan program is provided by various financial institutions withaut
regard to age. race, cofor, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Commercial, multi-family. and contractor projects excluded from offer. Offer subject to change without notice. No cash vafue. Not valid
with any ather offer or discount; on existing projects, quotes, repairs, or services: or on prior purchases. Available only at participating locations. Product avaitabiiity may be limited dug to territory restictions, see

your local Western Products for detaits.



