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North Dakota outdoors: What are aquatic nuisance species?

By Doug Leier

You’ve heard for years about aquatic
nuisance species (ANS) but what are
they? The zebra mussel is likely the
most famous, or infamous. Let’s get
back to the basics and review some
of the most important information
on ANS and zebra mussels

What are aquatic
nuisance species?

Aquatic nuisance species are
nonnative organisms that cause
harm to native and desirable
species, the environment, economy,
or human health. They are wreaking
havoc on aquatic ecosystems
across the nation. Among these
invaders, the zebra mussel stands
out as a particularly troubling
species, one that is increasingly
making its presence felt in North
Dakota’s lakes and rivers.

What is a zebra mussel?

Zebra mussels are small, freshwater
mollusks native to the Caspian

Sea region. They were accidentally
introduced to North America in the
late 1980s through the ballast water
of European ships. Initially found

in the Great Lakes, zebra mussels
have spread rapidly across the
continent, and unfortunately, they’ve
made their way into North Dakota.

The zebra mussel poses significant
risks to the state’s aquatic systems,
and their effects are far-reaching.
These mussels are notorious for
their ability to reproduce at an
alarming rate. A single female can
produce up to a million eggs per
year. Once established in an area,
zebra mussels attach to surfaces

in dense colonies, which can cause

Ben Holen, NDGF Aquatic Nuisance Species Coordinator inspecting for hidden
zebra mussels. They pose significant risks to the state’s aquatic systems,
and their effects are far-reaching. Photo by Ashley Peterson NDGF

a range of problems. They clog
water intake pipes, disrupt native
species, and contribute to the
decline of water quality by filtering
out plankton and altering food webs.

In North Dakota, zebra mussels
have been found in eastern North
Dakota waters and the Red River,
its tributaries, boat docks, marinas,
and other infrastructure, where they
accumulate in large numbers. In
fact, the invasive species are now

a growing concern for people who
rely on these bodies of water for
fishing, boating and water supply.

The expansion of zebra mussels
can lead to a significant reduction

in native aquatic biodiversity. By
out-competing local mussels and
filtering out plankton, the primary
food source for many aquatic
species. Zebra mussels disrupt the
entire ecosystem. This can lead to a
decline in fish populations, affecting
local fisheries, anglers, and the
economic health of communities that
depend on these natural resources.

On top of the ecological damage,
zebra mussels can also have a
substantial financial toll. Their
ability to cling to infrastructure
means they can cause major
issues for water utilities, irrigation
systems and power plants. The cost
of cleaning zebra mussels from
intake pipes and other equipment
can be considerable, especially

in areas where infestations have
gone unchecked for years. For
fisheries and water recreation, to
municipalities and power companies,
the financial burden of managing

Age 55+ workers needed for
part time light custodial work
at Lake Bronson State Park
in Minnesota.

Apply online at
www.greenviewmn.com or call Green
View at 651-639-1913

zebra mussels can be significant.

The spread of zebra mussels

in North Dakota highlights the
importance of preventative
measures and public awareness.
The Game and Fish Department
has been working to monitor water
bodies for invasive species and
implement strategies to limit their
spread. Programs that focus on
educating boaters, anglers and
others who use water resources
about the importance of cleaning
boats and gear after each use
are essential in combating the
spread of zebra mussels.

One of the most effective tools in
the fight against zebra mussels

is early detection. As more lakes
and rivers in North Dakota are
surveyed for the presence of
invasive species, scientists can
identify problem areas before
they become widespread. Public
reporting systems allow citizens to
notify authorities when they spot
potential zebra mussel colonies,
which can help lead to more rapid
responses and containment efforts.

Zebra mussels pose a serious
threat to North Dakota’s aquatic
environments. Their rapid spread
and destructive effects on native
ecosystems and local economies
cannot be ignored. However,

through education, prevention, and
monitoring, we can take steps to slow
their invasion and protect the beauty
and biodiversity of North Dakota’s
waters for future generations. It's up
to all of us to be vigilant stewards

of our precious aquatic resources
and help ensure that zebra mussels
don’t continue to spread unchecked.

‘CURLING’ CON’T FROM PAGE 1

had things going on around the
holidays, with the new renovations,
they are able to offer summer

ice for curling and have had

an outstanding response.

Halcrow said they cap the number of
teams at 28 four person teams and
usually fill every spot. This year they
will have live music from the local
Homestead Band on Friday evening
which will be followed by the band
Quick 56 based out of Fargo. There
will also be a brand new food truck
called “Vernie's Kitchen,” which
serves American style food available
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. In
addition to live music and a food
truck, there will also be bouncy
houses set up for the children.

“There will be air conditioning inside
and we may have black jack available
to play as well,” Halcrow said. “I

hope everyone comes out to enjoy
the air conditioned environment

and watch some curling.”

Halcrow said they really appreciate
the sponsorship they get as well as
all the members of the curling club
and the Curling Club gaming. He said
without them none of the donations
to various community efforts or
renovations would be possible.

According to Halcrow, the curling
club is open to the public. He said
anyone 13-years-of age or older
can be a member. Membership
fees are $125 per year and $50
per year for new members. He

The flooring was replaced entirely during
the renovation. Photo by Tom Halcrow
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also said if there are students
interested in curling and curl for

two consecutive years, they get a
$1,000 scholarship for continuing
education and there is no limit to the
amount of scholarships they will give
out. The Drayton Curling Club also
has a Facebook page people can
follow for updates and information.

Halcrow said during the winter
months beginning shortly after
Christmas and running into spring,
there is an open curling league
every Wednesday evening which is
available for both men and women.
The first games begin at 6 pm and
the second at 8 pm. Three games
can be played during each time slot.

According to the Drayton Curling
Club website, “Curling is a lifelong
recreational and athletic sport
enjoyed by people of all ages. Itis a
game of skill and traditions, dictated
by a strong code of fair play and
courtesy. A curler delights in a shot
well-executed even by the opponent
and players to win in an environment
of sportsmanship and good cheer.
Today, Drayton Curling Club keeps
that sense of tradition alive, while
cultivating a thoroughly modern

vibe that appeals to all ages...”

“Our club has an old time rustic feel
with modern ice,” Halcrow said. “I
hope people come out to watch this
long time tradition. We appreciate
all the support we have received.”

Place your
classified or
hiring ad in
Valley News

& Views

Email Publisher@
ValleyNewsandViews.
com

Call (701) 454-6333

HELP WANTED

PEMBINA, ND seeks 3 temp flex-
time (20-40hrs./wk) summer
helpers. $17/hr start, no OT. Hours
& days depend on City Super’s
needs, from M-F between 8am-
4:30pm—may or may not work

all days & hours. Must be self-
motivated and able to work w/o
constant direct supervision. Duties
include mowing, crack sealing,
tree trimming, painting, and other
duties as assigned. Must be able to
lift/carry 50#. For info or to fill out
application, call 701.825.6819 or
email pcityoffice@polarcomm.com

JOIN THE MCLEAN COUNTY TEAM
as a Deputy Sheriff! Serve with
honor, protect the community,

and make a real difference.

Apply now to start your rewarding
career in law enforcement! For
more information regarding

this position visit http://www.
mcleancountynd.gov/employment/.

PEMBINA, ND is seeking a
PublicWorks Assistant: PublicWorks
Assistant is the secondary person
responsible for maintenance/repair
of the City water, sewer systems,

streets, and City properties. FT
hourly position starting at $24/hr
DOE. Wage increases for obtaining
required certs. Benefits include
paid sick-vaca-10 pd holidays/
year, medical insurance stipend.
For info or to fill out application,
call 701.825.6819 or email
pcityoffice@polarcomm.com

YOU CAN PLACE a 25-word
classified ad—like this one—in
every North Dakota newspaper
for only $160. It's easy. Contact
this newspaper for details.

SERVICES FOR HIRE

PEST CONTROL PROTECT YOUR
HOME from pests safely and
affordably. Roaches, Bed Bugs,
Rodent, Termite, Spiders and other
pests. Locally owned and affordable.
Call for service or an inspection
today! 833-406-0253 Have zip code
of property ready when calling!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices
- No payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 1-833-787-0317

FARMLAND

WANTED TO PURCHASE OR RENT
farmland in the Drayton, St
Thomas, Oakwood area. Call Andy
Grzadzieleski at 701-360-3351.

ND FARM LAND Values surge
upward. Are you selling or
renting? Pifer’s Auction and
Farm Land Management. Bob
Pifer 701-371-8538. Kevin Pifer
701.238.5810. Free valuation.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call
today to schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-833-641-6785

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS!
1920-1980 Gibson, Martin,
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie
State, D’Angelico, Stromberg.

And Gibson Mandolins /

Banjos. 1-833-641-7066

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling,
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer,
Daytona, GMT, Submariner and

Speedmaster. Call 1-833-641-6634

LOOKING FOR THE most complete
listing of ND Media? ND Media
Guide. Only $30! Call 701-223-
6397, ND Newspaper Association.

HARVEST ACRES WANTED

Porter Harvesting, a 3rd generation
crew is looking to add harvesting
acres. We run three (3) 7250s,

2 carts & 4 Peterbilt trucks.

Please call Joe 620-897-7555.

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund
the SEARCH FOR MISSING
CHILDREN. FAST FREE PICKUP.
24 hour response. Running or
not. Maximum Tax Deduction
and No Emission Test Required!
Call 24/7: 1-833-545-0694

HEALTH/MEDICAL/
MISCELLANEOUS

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP
REPLACEMENT SURGERY and
suffered an infection between
2020 and the present time, you
may be entitled to compensation.

Call Attorney Charles H.
Johnson 1-800-535-5727

STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH
INSURANCE! A recent study shows
that a majority of people struggle
to pay for health coverage. Let

us show you how much you can
save. Call Now for a no-obligation
quote: 877-727-7420. You will
need to have your zip code to
connect to the right provider!

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00! 100% guaranteed.
CALL NOW! 1-833-641-3417

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t
Accept the insurance company’s
first offer. Many injured parties
are entitled to cash settlements in
the $1000’s. Get a free evaluation
to see what your case is really
worth. 100% Free Evaluation.

Call Now: 701-505-8373

HAVE a news release or other
information that needs to reach all
ND newspapers? ND Newspaper
Association can help! One call
does it all. 701-223-6397.




