Breeding duck numbers decline again

The North Dakota Game and
Fish Department’s 78th annual
spring breeding duck survey
conducted in May showed an
index of about 2.66 million
birds, down from 2.9 million in
2024 and 3.4 million in 2023.

The 2025 breeding duck index
was the 33rd highest on record
and exceeded the long-term
(1948-2024) average by 7%, ac-
cording to Mike Szymanski,
Department migratory game
bird supervisor.

“Things are continuing to
decline a little bit as far as
duck populations go. The mal-
lard population estimate was
down 26% from last year and
is the lowest estimated mallard
breeding population on our
survey since 1993,” Szymanski
said. “Blue-winged teal, green-
winged teal and pintails also
had significant population de-
clines, whereas the declines for
gadwall, shovelers and ruddy
ducks were not as significant.
We did have a few species — wi-
geon, canvasbacks, redheads
and lesser scaup — that showed
increases from last year on our
survey.”

Szymanski said there are a
few things factoring into the de-
clines, including poor wetland
conditions for early migrat-
ing species like mallards and
pintails. Many of these birds,
which arrived in North Dakota
before the nourishing rains in
May, likely spurned the state
because of dry conditions and
headed to search for breeding
areas farther north. Also, the
decline in breeding duck num-
bers has a lot to do with the loss
of CRP and perennial grasses
on the landscape used for nest-
ing cover by ducks.

“We've lost so much grass
on the landscape that it makes
it really hard for duck popula-
tions and other ground-nesting
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birds to do well,” Szymanski
said. “One metric we look at is
going back to 1994 to 2016 when
we had really good wetland con-
ditions and a lot of grass, a lot of
CRP on the landscape. Our total
duck population is now down
34% from that time period’s av-
erage, and our mallard breed-
ing population in North Dakota
is down 57% from that average.
Those are pretty significant de-
clines.”

Like in year’s past, Szymans-
ki and crew covered more than
1,800 miles of transects count-
ing wetlands and waterfowl
down to the species and social
grouping on both sides of the
road. This spring, the wetland
count was the 52nd highest on
record but was down 38% from
last year.

“We do our survey based on
phenology and migration ecolo-
gy of ducks coming through the
state and this year it happened
to be timed before we got quite
a bit of rain later in May. So,
not having much snow melt in
the spring, our wetland counts
were down quite a bit,” he said.
“Conditions were pretty dry
and that affected how ducks
settled in the state. The western
third of the state was very dry
and then the eastern two thirds
of the state was still quite dry,
but a little bit better when we
ran the survey.”

SzymanskKi reiterated that for
duck populations to rebound in
North Dakota and provide good

opportunities for hunters, more
grass and water are needed.

“North Dakota is the duck
factory of the United States
and North America. We have
a lot of folks relying on us to
produce ducks, not just our
hunters here in North Dakota,
but hunters all across the Cen-
tral and Mississippi flyways,”
he said. “When we have poor
production in North Dakota,
other folks feel it as well. Un-
fortunately, the direction we’re
going right now is smaller and
smaller fall flights.”

As always, Szymanski cau-
tions waterfowl hunters about
reading too much into our sur-
vey numbers just yet. He said
that while the Mid-continent
duck populations aren’t what
they once were, we’ll know
more once the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service releases their
fall survey area results some-
time in early fall.

“And we’ll see how July goes
when we do our duck brood
survey,” he said. “Wetland
conditions are a little bit im-
proved from where they were
in early May, but they’re still
not great. We likely would have
had disastrous production if we
didn’t get the rain we got. Hope-
fully, having some fair wetland
conditions going into June will
help us out and get a little duck
production this year.”

Watch the breeding duck
survey webcast with Mike Szy-
manski.

Public Notice

The North Dakota Game and Fish Department will be releasing
approximately 1334 acres of land on the Lonetree Wildlife Management Area
to the highest bidder for hay land. Lonetree WMA is approximately 14 miles
southwest of Harvey. 30 individual fields and 25 actual bid sites will be bid
and hayed separately. The average bid site size is approximately 53 acres.
In addition, 26.6@ will be bid at Forward WMA, 4 miles south and 2.5 miles
east of Harvey, ND.

No haying is permitted before August I , 2025, or after September |, 2025.
Bales must be removed by midnight of September 15th, 2025. Payment must
be received on the day of the sale. Bids will be accepted on a per acre bid
basis. Interested bidders are encouraged to obtain maps of the fields/sites at
the Lonetree WMA office. Bids will be on an open (competitive) bid basis with
bidding to begin at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday July 15th, 2025, at the Lonetree
WMA office. The actual figures are subject to change before the bid date.
Questions may be directed to the ND Game and Fish Department at 701-
328-6332.

ABBREVIATED NOTICE

OF INTENT TO AMEND

NORTH DAKOTA ETHICS
COMMISSION RULES RELATING

TO THE COMPLAINT PROCESS

TAKE NOTICE that the North Dakota
Ethics Commission will hold a public
hearing to address proposed changes
to the N.D. Admin. Code ch. 115-02-
01 at 9:30 am on Tuesday, September
9, 2025 at 600 E Boulevard Ave,
Judicial Wing Rm. 321, Bismarck and
on Microsoft Teams. These are not
emergency rules.

A copy of the proposed rules and a
link for the hearing may be found at
www.ethicscommission.nd.gov or
obtained by calling (701) 328-5325.
Written comments may be submitted
on the Ethics Commission’s website
or to 600 E Boulevard Ave, Dept 195,
Bismarck, ND 58505 until September
22, 2025. If you plan to attend the
public hearing and will need special
facilities or assistance relating to a
disability, please contact the Ethics
Commission at the above telephone
number at least 14 days prior to the
public hearing.

Dated this 26th day of June, 2025.

Rebecca Binstock, Executive
Director, North Dakota Ethics
Commission

City of McClusky
Hiring Position: Assessor
Qualifications: Obtain Assessors Class II- 80 hours
— International Association of Assessing Officers

(IAAO) certificate for North Dakota within a 2-year
period. Classes will be reimbursed upon completion of
certification test. Use software with training. Some Field
work. Make your own hours as needed. Salary Varies

Mechanic/Equipment Operator
Position Open

The Board of Sheridan County Commissioners will
be accepting applications for a Mechanic/Equipment
Operator position for at the McClusky shop of Sheridan
County. Qualifications are to have experience in repairing
and performing a variety of skilled and semi-skilled work in
operation of medium to heavy equipment utilized in road
construction, maintenance, and repair projects. Must have
a valid driver’s license. Wages $20.00-$25.00 per hr. plus
benefits - negotiable upon experience. Up to a 45-hour week.
Starting date of hire is as soon as can be.

Sheridan County offers a quiet and safe small town
atmosphere — Good quality school for growing families —
Hunting and fishing opportunities nearby

Application forms are available at the office of the
Sheridan County Auditor, PO Box 439, McClusky, ND 58463
PH# 701-363-2205 or County website: www.co.sheridan.
nd.us Applications must be returned to the Sheridan County
Auditor’s Office by 4:00 p.m. June 30, 2025.

Shirley A. Murray, Sheridan County Auditor
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Classified Ad Rates

$8 for first run, over 20 words add 25 cents for each
additional word. Half price of original price for ad-

Card of Thanks and In Memory: $10 for 50 words, 10
cents for each additional word.

Obituaries: $50 for full obituary, with or without
photo; Death Notice, free.

“WANTED TO BUY

House in or near McClusky. Any
condition for cash or terms. Quick
close. Call Lansing Handyman 810-
820-5101

STATEWIDES

HELP WANTED

Towner Ambulance District, Town-
er, ND has an immediate open-
ing for an Ambulance Manager.
Approximately 10-30 hrs month/
salaried. Flexible schedule. Email
jswearson@gmail.com for full job
description.

YOU CAN PLACE a 25-word clas-
sified ad—Ilike this one—in every
North Dakota newspaper for only
$160. It's easy. Contact this news-
paper for details.

SERVICES FOR HIRE
PEST CONTROL: PROTECT
YOUR HOME from pests safely
and affordably. Roaches, Bed
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders
and other pests. Locally owned
and affordable. Call for service or
an inspection today! 833-406-0253
Have zip code of property ready
when calling!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call: 1-833-
787-0317

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
ND FARM LAND Values surge up-
ward. Are you selling or renting?
Pifer’s Auction and Farm Land
Management. Bob Pifer 701-371-
8538. Kevin Pifer 701.238.5810.
Free valuation.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call to-
day to schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-833-641-6785

WE BUY VINTAGE GUITAR'S!
Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiph-
one, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mandolins / Ban-
jos. 1-833-641-7066

CA$H PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES! Rolex,
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe,

Wanted
old stuft:

Advertising signs,
thermometers, tins, clocks
License plates
Indian Head Signs
Arrowheads
Oil cans, gas pumps,
Animal traps
Metal Trade Tokens
Silver Dollars
Crocks, Pottery
Anvils
Carnival Glass
Call 701-220-5746

Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner
and Speedmaster. These brands
only! Call 1-833-641-6634

LOOKING FOR THE most com-
plete listing of ND Media? ND Me-
dia Guide. Only $30! Call 701-223-
6397, ND Newspaper Association.

AUTOS WANTED
DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to
fund the SEARCH FOR MISSING
CHILDREN. FAST FREE PICKUP.
24 hour response. Running or not.
Maximum Tax Deduction and No
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:
1-833-545-0694

HARVEST ACRES WANTED
Porter Harvesting, a 3rd genera-
tion crew is looking to add harvest-
ing acres. We run three (3) 7250s,
2 carts & 4 Peterbilt trucks. Please
call Joe 620-897-7555.

HEALTH/MEDICAL/

MISCELLANEOUS
IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP RE-
PLACEMENT SURGERY and
suffered an infection between
2020 and the present time, you
may be entitled to compensation.
Call Attorney Charles H. John-
son1-800-535-5727

1-800-535-5727STOP OVERPAY-
ING FOR HEALTH INSURANCE!
A recent study shows that a ma-
jority of people struggle to pay for
health coverage. Let us show you
how much you can save. Call Now
for a no-obligation quote: 1-833-
443-2792. You will need to have
your zip code to connect to the
right provider!

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50
Pills SPECIAL $99.00! 100% guar-

anteed. CALL NOW! 1-833-641-
3417
INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?

Don't Accept the insurance compa-
ny's first offer. Many injured parties
are entitled to cash settlements
in the $1000's. Get a free evalua-
tion to see what your case is really
worth. 100% Free Evaluation. Call
Now: 1-833-442-3440.

DON'T PAY FOR COVERED
HOME REPAIRS AGAIN! Our
home warranty covers ALL MA-
JOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service and if
we can't fix it, we’ll replace it! Pick
the plan that fits your budget! Call:
1-833-441-3591

HAVE a news release or other in-
formation that needs to reach all
ND newspapers? ND Newspaper
Association can help! One call
does it all. 701-223-6397.

Get you
Help
Wanted
in
today!




