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Ray City Commission Minutes

UNAPPROVED
RAY CITY COMMISSION
MEETING
Ray City Hall
September 8, 2025
10 a.m.

A special meeting of the Ray City
Commission was called to order by
President Troy Kupper at 10:00 a.m.
with the following Commissioners
present: Eric Barman, Casey Brun-
ner (via zoom); Andrew Nelson, and
Richard Liesener. Absent: none. Also
in attendance: Jan Dancer, Deputy
Auditor and Auditor, Ronda Rustad.
Via Zoom: Jordan Rusche (Crosby
Journal).

Commission discussion on West
Side Grading - Proposed improve-
ments on the west side of town by
the city and the school district will
benefit from rough grading to ac-
commodate the improvements. IEI
has prepared plans and specifications
for an earthwork project; with Bid
opening scheduled for October 2,
2025. Hoping for 30-day construc-
tion period to follow contract sign-
ing; actual duration may be shorter.
Mobilization could occur as soon as
contract documents are signed, with
expected start in late October or early
November 2025.

Barman moves to authorizing
Interstate Engineering to advertise
for bids with bid opening on October
2, 2025. Seconded by Nelson, RCV
MCU.

Liesener moves adjourn, seconded
by Nelson, RCV. Meeting adjourned
at 10:07 am..

Next Special Meeting date to be
determined.

RCV MCU =roll call vote motion
carries unanimously

Ronda Rustad

Auditor, City of Ray

Troy Kupper, President
Ray City Commission.
RAY CITY COMMISSION
SPECIAL MEETING
Ray City Hall
September 15, 2025
4 p.m.

A special meeting of the Ray City
Commission was called to order by
President Troy Kupper at 4:01 p.m.,
with the following Commissioners
present: Eric Barman, Casey Brun-

ner (via zoom), Andrew Nelson (via
zoom-4:06 p.m. Nelson lost recep-
tion) and Richard Liesener. Absent:
none. Also in attendance: Tim Blos-
som, Dean Peterson, IEI; Jan Dancer,
Deputy Auditor and Auditor, Ronda
Rustad. Via Zoom: Dave Wiosna
(IEI), and Jordan Rusche (Crosby
Journal).

Kupper opened the public hearing
for the 2026 Budget, offering copies
of the budget; calling for public com-
ment three times and having none,
Kupper closed the public hearing.
Barman moved to adopt the 2026
final budget. Seconded by Brunner.
RCV MCU.

PLANNING & ZONING

West Side Annexation- IEI
worked with City Auditor to mail a
letter to affected property owners to
inform the property owners of the
city’s intent to annex. IEI, working
with the city attorney, has drafted a
resolution of annexation for the west
side annexation area.

1. Should the resolution be adopt-
ed by city commission, the resolution
must then be published in the official
newspaper.

2. Upon publication, property
owners in the affected area have 30
days to submit written protests with
city auditor.

3. After the 30-day window ex-
pires, city commission will go over
any protests at the next regular meet-
ing. If less than % of landowners in
the affected area object in writing, the
area becomes part of the city.

Barman moves to adopt the reso-
lution as presented. Seconded by
Liesener, RCV MCU.

Pitt Group Lot Rearrangement-
the development agreement and plat
have been submitted to the county.
The Development Agreement has
been recorded.

Parks Planning — [EI will reach
out to the Park Board to schedule a
meeting to review funding oppor-
tunities.

NDDOT Transportation Plan-
ning Comment Period- IEI submit-
ted comments to the NDDOT.

ENGINEERING

Streets / Sidewalks / Drainage

North Dakota Department of
Transportation — Transportation Al-
ternatives Program (TAP). - NDDOT
has awarded federal funding for a

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Ray Planning and Zoning
Commission has scheduled a Pub-
lic Hearing on October 9, 2025, at
5:00 P.M. in the Meeting Room at
City Hall in Ray. This meeting will
provide an opportunity for the public
to provide comments on a proposed
zoning amendment application and
preliminary plat. The Applicant is
requesting a zoning change from the
R-1 zoning district to the R-3 zoning
district in conjunction with a subdivi-
sion to divide the existing parcel into
two parcels.

The parcel under consideration
is Block 1, Donnelly Addition,
NE1/4SE1/4, Section 9, T156N,

The Planning and Zoning Com-
mission will consider all comments,
written or spoken, at the public hear-
ing. Written comments may also be
submitted to the City Auditor’s Of-
fice prior to the meeting date, during
regular business hours: 9:00 AM to
3:00 PM Monday through Thursday
and 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Friday.

Should you plan to attend the
hearing and need special facilities
or assistance relating to a disability,
contact the City Auditor at (701) 568-
2204. The City Auditor will provide
digital connection information for
individuals interested in attending
the meeting via Zoom upon request.

Ronda Rustad

R97W, 5th P.M., City of Ray, Wil- Ray City Auditor
liams County, North Dakota.
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sidewalk project along East Street
(4th Ave to 7th Ave) and along Main
Street and Comford Street (3rd Ave to
4th Ave). The project is substantially
complete. Payment Applications are
being submitted to NDDOT. The
City’s final cost share will be deter-
mined at the end of the project.

2025 Chip Seal project- 9,916
lineal feet, Chip Seal project. The
project is substantially complete. The
Balancing Change Order (decreases
the contract by $8,743.30) and Pay-
ment Application 1 (Final) in the
amount of $141,138.60 are included
in this packet. IEI is waiting for the
final paperwork.

South Park Road - A Street Com-
mittee meeting was held on July 8th
in which we reviewed the scope of the
project. IEI has begun work on design
and will meet with the Committee
again when plans are 30% complete.

Surge Tank Project. - The project
is complete with a one-year war-
ranty period that began on January
16, 2025.

Water Main Extension Project
- Water installations are proceeding.
R&T has agreed to share the cost of
locating their water mains. All needed
permanent easements are in place.
Temporary construction easements
are being prepared as needed.

Liesener moved to authorize the
President to sign Payment Applica-
tion 1 in the amount of $258,315.45.

Lead Service Line Inventory
(LSLI)- IEI received word from
the state that the LSLI Category B
or Phase 2 of the LSLI has been ap-
proved. There are a handful of loca-
tions that remain unknown status, but
everything else is taken care of.

Sanitary Sewer System - Sanitary
Sewer CIPP Rehabilitation Project —
8.5 blocks. Sewer installations are
proceeding as a separate bid sched-
ule with the Water Main Extension
project.

Funding Opportunities -BND
IRLF Loan Application has been ap-
proved. A bond resolution has been
prepared by the bond council and has
been fully executed.

Funding opportunity for pro-
posed community center- ND De-
partment of Commerce is accepting
applications for the Community Hall
Grant. This grant awards $175,000
to construct a community hall that

Noonan City

provides multi-function space for
community events located in rural
ND communities. [EI assisted the city
with the grant application which was
submitted on August 29th.

West Side Grading- Proposed im-
provements on the west side of town
by the city and the school district
will benefit from rough grading to
accommodate the improvements. [EI
has prepared plans and specifications
for an earthwork project.

Barman moves to authorize Inter-
state Engineering to advertise for bids
with bid opening on October 2, 2025.
Seconded by Brunner RCV MCU.

Barman moved to approve August
19th, 2025, Special Commission
Meeting Minutes. Seconded by
Liesener, RCV MCU.

Barman moved to approve the
financials and checks for August
2025 and checks for September
2025 as presented. Seconded by
Brunner, RCV MCU. August checks
of $621,375.56 and payroll of
$49,911.86.

AUGUST 2025 CHECKS:

Agri Industries .................. 1,037.22
Astro-Chem..........cccoevveeennenne. 30.00
Bank of ND................... 142,662.50
Circle Sanitation.............. 11,358.50
Commercial Recreation

Specialists ..........ccoeu... 225,000.00
Dean Vass Evolve........... 66,057.82
Electric Pump........cccce.... 1,003.37
EVOIVE oo 19.95
Farmers Union Ins. Assoc......9,724.00
FirstNet .....ccoevveeiieiieeieenne, 234.84
Gameday Media................ 3,150.00
Horizon Resources............ 1,491.88
ITD i 61.15
Interstate Engineering .....47,163.84
Journal Publishing............. 1,010.72
KAT .o 750.00
Lori Nowlan..................... 5,486.80
Mark’s Repair.................... 1,285.20
Matthew Bender & Co........... 77.81
MWEC ..., 117.76
Marco Technologies............. 245.08
McGee, Hankla, & Backes....2,655.00
NCC .o 530.25
NDGS...oooiiieieeeeeeeee 71.30
NDWUA ...t 125.00
Nick Kastrinos .................. 2,969.39
Oster Electric ......cccccveennenee. 350.00
ProIT .o 762.50
ProSafe......ccooevvvvieiiien. 60.00
R&ET oo 22,211.00
Radio Time Billing............... 374.00
Railroad Management.......... 417.05

Commission Minutes

Unapproved
Noonan City Commission
Meeting Minutes
September 23, 2025

The Noonan City Commission
Meeting was called to order on Sep-
tember 23rd at 6:00 p.m. by Doug
Clemens with Debbie Svenningson
as secretary. Voting members in at-
tendance included Billy Espeseth via
zoom and Darla Hansen.

Motion by Darla Hansen and sec-
onded by Billy Espeseth to approve
the August 2025 minutes.

Motion by Billy Espeseth and
seconded by Darla Hansen to pay
the bills

Billy Espeseth ...........c......... 145.45
Circle Sanitation Inc ......... 1,668.75
Darla Hansen ....................... 145.45
Debbie Svenningson ......... 1,288.01
Doug Clemens...................... 242.41

Hanson Insurance Agency. 1,808.00

Journal Publishing.................. 40.28
Lund Construction Co. Inc .... 721.5
Montana Dakota Utilities.. 1,229.15

Monte Glasoe.................... 2,772.02
NCC .o 180.86
New Century .....cccceeeeveeeeenne. 203.69
NW Rural Water District .. 3,245.79
Ralph Baker ..........ccccveueennen. 424.81
Sundhagen

Sand & Gravel, Inc .......... 1,155.25
Tim Grindeland ................... 145.46
United States Treasury...... 3,383.04
TOTAL.....ccovveeveeeen $18,799.92

Motion by Darla Hansen seconded
by Billy Espeseth for Doug to sign
the gaming permit presented by
Bootleggers

Motion by Billy Espeseth and
seconded by Darla Hansen to adjourn
meeting at 6:35 p.m.

Debbie Svenningson (Kuryn)

City Auditor

Doug Clemens
Mayor

Need to place an ad?

Just e-mail us

journalads@crosbynd.com
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TO AMEND NORTH DAKOTA
WORKFORCE SAFETY & INSURANCE
MEDICAL FEE SCHEDULES
relating to pharmacy.
WORKFORCE SAFETY & INSURANCE
Board Room
Century Center
1600 East Century Ave
Bismarck ND
Monday, December 8, 2025, at
11:00 a.m. CT
A  copy of the proposed
amendments to the medical fee
schedule may be obtained by writing
to Workforce Safety & Insurance,
Attn: Harvey Hanel, PO Box 5585,
Bismarck, ND 58506-5585 or calling
800-777-5033 or TYY (701) 328-
3786. Written comments may be
submitted to Workforce Safety &
Insurance, Harvey Hanel, Medical
Services and Pharmacy Director,
P.O. Box 5585, Bismarck, ND 58506~
5585, until the close of business,
December 12, 2025. If you plan to
attend the public hearing and require
special accommodation relating to a
disability, please contact Workforce
Safety & Insurance at the above
telephone number or address at
least five days prior to the hearing.
Dated this 19th day of September
2025
Harvey Hanel
Medical Services and Pharmacy
Director

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Foreman.
RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:

QUALIFICATIONS:

Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative ?QT

Journeyman/ Apprentice
Lineworker

Burke-Divide Electric Cooperative is accepting applications for an Apprentice or Journeyman Lineworker at
both the Kenmare and Columbus locations..

This position performs overhead and underground electric line construction and maintenance, maintains
substation facilities, as well as the operation and maintenance of equipment under the direction of a Line

Responsibilities include, but are not limited to, driving trucks, operating equipment, loading and unloading
material, climbing poles, working from aerial man-lift devices. May be required to work on call, after hours,
weekends and holidays, respond timely to urgent or emergency situations and work in inclement weather
during outages. This position will work out of the Kenmare, ND Outpost or the Columbus, ND Office.

Qualified candidates will have: High School diploma or equivalent, Lineman Apprenticeship Program
Diploma, completion of a qualified four-year Journeyman Lineworker training program, Valid ND Driver’s
License, hold a Class A CDL and live within 20 minutes of the Kenmare office or the Columbus office.

To apply, please submit an application, resume and cover letter to hannah@bdec.coop or mail to Burke-

Divide Electric Cooperative, PO Box 6, Columbus, ND 58727.
Full job description and the BDEC employment application can be found at: www.bdec.coop/employment or

by contacting Human Resources at 701-939-6671 or email hannah@bdec.coop.
The deadline for applications is Monday, October 13, 2025.

Burke-Divide Electric Cooperative, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer and prohibits discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability or genetic information.

RFUE .o, 435.00
Ray Service Center .............. 669.50
Ray Park District............... 2,191.35
Ronda Rustad.........c.cccceeee. 420.01
Shane Schmidtgal................... 72.90
Sign Solutions.................... 1,409.40
SM Service Corp............... 3,050.00
N1 ¢ 1 v R 50,133.50
Systems Technology ............ 540.00
Text My GOV.coovvvenvvenennne. 2,250.00
Tioga Machine Shop............ 420.00
TnT BBQ.ooioiieieieeeeee, 500.00
VeriZon .....cceveeveeieneiiencnne. 43.90
VESHS oo 131.60
ViSa e 2,982.47
West Fargo Police Dept........ 150.00
Wildrose Nursery .............. 6,507.00
Williams County

Soil District........cccccvereeenenee. 975.00

COMMISSION REPORTS

Street Sweeper- Ongoing me-
chanical issues with a demo unit
purchased from Grand Forks; lacks
certain features (greaseable bear-
ings). Waiting on bid for sweeper
trade-in/upgrade.

Jake Sandstrom has requested to
install a single-wide mobile home for
his daughter/son-in-law.

* The property will need to be sub-
divided to create a new residential lot.

* The property will also need to
be rezoned to allow a mobile home.

« City water/sewer stubs exist to
the property line; these will need to
be extended.

A Zone change to R3 or special
variance is required; this process
includes public notice twice over two
weeks and public hearing at Planning
& Zoning and Commission meetings.
Permitting and site setup (foundation,
utility runs) cannot begin until public
hearing and zoning change finalized.

Commission suggestion made
to rezone entire parcel R3 to avoid
future ambiguity and allow planned
subdivision; further subdivision still
required for two dwellings. Consen-
sus to proceed with zoning change
to R3 for entire parcel, with parallel
subdivision process.

Target for public hearing: October
14, 2025.

The city attorney is working on
a Development Agreement that will
allow the city to assist with the pro-
cess, and Sandstrom’s agree to having
costs assessed against property. The
commission discusses a 10-year as-
sessment plan.

Sandstrom can proceed with
demolition/prep; city staff to meet
with surveyors and contractors and
Sandstrom’s family for quotes as
soon as possible. Sandstrom offered
to excavate himself, but city policy
requires certified contractors for
work up to property line. City will
coordinate with current contractors
for numbers/quotes.

Brunner gives update on proposed
daycare building, received two bids
for plumbing updates.

Liesener moves to allow Brunner
as finance and daycare committee
director to approve bids as he sees
fit. Seconded by Barman, RCV MCU.

Barman notes a few fines will be
going out for nuisance issues.

Discussion is held on the BIA loan
for Saganaki, LLC/Dean Vass; allow-
ing full payout of loan, as there is lien
on the property.

Barman moves to payout remain-
der of loan balance, $28,942.18 to
Saganaki, LLC/Vass. Seconded by
Liesener, RCV MCU.

Procedure is clarified for Trax
22/Lori Nowlan BIA loan. Future
vendor payments are to be handled
via direct city check to vendor- not
reimbursement/s.

Barman moves to appoint Mark
Weyrauch to the R&T Board as the
city representative. Seconded by
Brunner, RCV MCU.

Barman moves to terminate em-
ployment with Jeff Schneeman ef-
fective immediately. Seconded by
Brunner, RCV MCU.

Brunner moved to approve Build-
ing Permit 2025-11 for Harris Fence.
Seconded Barman, RCV MCU.

Staff investigate iPads for commis-
sioner’s bench.

ND League of City staff training,
September 17-19; city hall will be
closed.

Next Regular Meeting is TUES-
DAY, OCTOBER 14TH at 6:00 p.m..

Liesener moved to adjourn, sec-
onded by Barman, RCV. Meeting
adjourned at 5:40 p.m..

RCV MCU =roll call vote motion
carries unanimously

Ronda Rustad

Auditor, City of Ray

Troy Kupper, President
Ray City Commission

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP
MANAGEMENT, CIRCULATION

October 1, 2025

The Journal, a weekly newspaper
publication, is published and has
its only business office at 117 N.
Main St., Crosby, North Dakota
58730. The publisher, editor and
sole owner is Cecile L. Wehrman,
Crosby, North Dakota 58730.

There are no bondholders, or
other security holders owning inter-
est in this newspaper.
Circulation Figures
A. Total Number of Copies (Net
PIESS TUN)..eeevieiiieiieeireeireeeeeenne 891
B. Paid and/or Requested Circula-
tion
(1) Paid/Requested Outside
County-mail Subscriptions........ 479
(2) Paid In-County Subscriptions
Stated on Form 3541 ................. 278
(3) Sales Through Dealers and Car-
riers, Street Vendors, Counter Sales
and Other Non-USPS Paid Distri-
BUtioN ...cocvveeiiiiieeiece e 468
(4) Paid Distribution by Other
Classes of Mail Through the USPS
(eg. First Class) .....cccevveevveeeennnnee. 0
C. Total Paid Circulation........ 1,225

LINDSEY

GROCERY
5|Nc5¥2024

ck on the Li

vV I(;urnalnd.com

D. Free Distribution By Mail
(1) Outside-County as Stated on

Form 3541 ..o 74
(2) In-County as Stated on Form

3541 i 59
(4) Free Distribution Outside the

Mail .o 0
E. Total Free Distribution.......... 133
F. Total Distribution ............... 1,358
G. Copies not Distributed ............. 0
H. Total.....cccoovvivinininininn 1,358
I. Percent Paid..................... 90.21%
a. Paid Electronic Copies.......... 682

b. Total Paid/Print Copies ...... 1,907
c. Total Print Distribution....... 2,040
d. Percent Paid .........cccoeneee. 93.48

I certify that all information on
this form is true and complete. I un-
derstand that anyone who furnishes
false or misleading information on
this form or who omits material or
information requested on the form
may be subject to criminal sanctions
(including fines and imprisonment)
and/or civil sanctions (including civil
penalties).

/s/Cecile L. Wehrman, Publisher

Check out our
Weekly Sales Ad

Sales run Monday - Sunday

Hard copies at Lindsey Grocery & Post Office

ndsey _Grocery ad on the
to se¢ the digital sales ad.
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"MISSOURI RIVER ROYALTY
CORPORATION (MRRC)

Leasing and Buying
Core Bakken minerals!

Please contact Sander Kopseng at 701-226-6128

or at skopseng@unitedenergycorp.com



