
Letters to the Editor 
phone: 462-8126 • fax: 462-8128 

email: leadernews@nordaknorth.com

The Leader-News welcomes letters from its 
readers. Letters must include writer ’s full name, 
city and state in which he or she lives and 
daytime telephone number. 

Anonymous and unsigned letters will not be 
printed. Form letters and those from outside our 
circulation area may be printed depending on 
whether we judge the subject pertinent.

We will not print letters we judge libelous or of 
an advertising nature.

Letters should not be more than 250 words in 
length.

Mail: Leader-News, PO Box 340, Washburn, ND 
58577; fax: 701-462-8128; email: leadernews@
nordaknorth.com or drop off your letter at 607 
Main Ave., Washburn.
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done over the year to benefit our state, region, coun-
ty and city utilizing gaming funds and non-gaming 
funds.”

“CVB employs over 15 FTEs (full-time employees) 
and PTEs (part-time employees) to conduct its gam-
ing activities, plus additional FTEs and PTEs to con-
duct CVB’s promotion of the CVB’s mission statement 
for the city of Beulah utilizing non-gaming funds,” 
Brinkman said. “All these activities are conducted 
under the direction of a non-compensated board of 
directors whose only benefit is to make the city of 
Beulah a better place.”

At a Sept. 16 regular meeting, the city of Beulah’s 
council approved a site authorization for the Beulah 
CVB for gaming at Molco Lanes and Dewey’s Lounge, 
valid Sept. 23, 2024 to June 30, 2025. A site authori-
zation was needed as Molco LLC decided to switch 
from using gaming machines from Beulah’s Women’s 
Action and Resources Center to using CVB’s gaming 
machines.

Before council unanimously approved the site au-
thorization, Ward 2 Councilman Adam Baker brought 
up a concern about the CVB getting involved with 
the bowling alley.

“It concerns me with CVB buying businesses for 
taking over loans for businesses,” Baker told council. 
“I’m not accusing anybody of anything, I’m just say-
ing. I’m still going to approve it, but I thought I’d 
bring it up.”

No other comments were made on the issue from 
council, nor from Brinkman, who attended the meet-
ing as the city’s economic development director.

McDaniel explained nonprofit organizations like 
the CVB can receive funding outside of charitable 
gaming, which, under state gaming laws, they’re al-
lowed to use that money however they see fit. Funds 
generated from charitable games, such as electronic 
pull tabs, poker, bingo, raffle and other such games, 
however, cannot be used for purchasing anything.

“They cannot use gaming funds to purchase any-
thing at all really,” McDaniel said. “They can use that 
money for charitable uses, but not for buying bars.” 

According to McDaniel, when nonprofit organiza-
tions generate money from charitable gaming, that 
organization then pays a gaming tax, and what’s left 
over, 60% is allowed to pay for operations of gam-
ing, including gaming expenses, maintenance to 
machines and on-site gaming employees. The other 
40% is to be used strictly for charitable purposes and 
paying its nonprofit employees, i.e. its CEO or CFO, 
secretary, maintenance staff and anyone employed 
by the nonprofit organization.

“Gaming employees cannot be paid out of that 
charitable account,” she said. “As far as what they pay 
their CEOs or CFOs, we don’t tell them what they can 
pay their nonprofit employees.”

The issue with Beulah’s CVB, McDaniel said, is vali-
dating how it spent that 40% and if and how any of 
that funding is tied to the Molco Lanes business.

Over the past year, Brinkman said the CVB board 
has provided support for a wide range of groups 
within the area, including local sports teams, 4-H and 
FFA organizations, first responder groups for equip-
ment and training, Bismarck Cancer Center and Coal 
Country Health Care Foundation, to name a few. 

He also mentioned the CVB has supported events 
like chili bingo, the Big Buck Contest, The Fly-in, 
economic development statistics and information 
to promote the region, tourism, a website and help 
produce a city guide and travel guide that are distrib-
uted in three state regions, among other things. 

“Organizations are what make up a community,” 
Brinkman wrote in his email. “At Christmas, we should 
be thanking everyone that took time out of their per-
sonal life to contribute to these organizations and re-
mind the community what these organizations have 
contributed to our community.”

McDaniel said the Beulah CVB received “bad infor-
mation” with what it can do with bars with relation 
to its charitable gaming license and funding, but she 
could not go into more detail owing to the ongoing 
investigation. She said, currently, the Gaming Division 
is investigating the CVB as a whole entity, in which 
if there are any violations found, the CVB could be 
merely fined, suspended or have its gaming license 
revoked. She said as the investigation develops, it 
may or may not involve criminal allegations.

“It could be either,” she said. “Until we look into it 
further, we can’t say if there will be penalties, if any, 
or if there are criminal violations.”

Since the anonymous complaint regarded gaming, 
McDaniel said the investigation is focused on that 
and could broaden.

“It started with gaming and it’s still in gaming,” she 
said. “This might take a little bit.”

McDaniel said the CVB is allowed to continue nor-
mal operations while the investigation is continuing. 

The Beacon reached out to Mayor Cheatley, but he 
directed any comments from the city to be made by 
city attorney, Scott Solem.

Solem emailed the Beacon Dec. 26, stating he nor 
anyone from the city, aside from Brinkman, has been 
contacted by any state investigator.

“I visited with Sean Cheatley, Heather Ferebee (city 
auditor) and Frank Senn (city chief of police) and in-
quired if any of them have received any complaints 
or allegations regarding potential wrongdoing by the 
Beulah CVB,” Solem wrote. “They each responded 
that they have not, though they have each heard of 
a potential investigation going on. I, myself, have not 
been approached or presented with a complaint or 
any allegations regarding the Beulah CVB.”

Solem went on to say since the city has not been 
formally addressed of any formal allegations of any 
wrongdoing by the CVB or Brinkman, the city is not 
taking any action on the issue. 

“Any substantiated wrongdoing on the part of the 
Beulah CVB and/or Beaver Brinkman will be con-
sidered at that time and appropriate action will be 
taken,” he said.

The Beacon also reached out to CVB Chairman 
Biles and Vice President Losson Leonard requesting 
a comment (through an email to CVB Office Admin-
istrator Robbin Brinkman), but they did not respond 
before press time.

BEULAH CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU 

Executive Board and Staff
• Chairperson Adrienne Biles

• Vice chairperson Losson Leonard
• Treasurer Granville “Beaver” Brinkman

• At-large member Cody Nelson
• At-large member Tyler Schmidt

• At-large member Olivia Akin
• Office Administrator Robbin Brinkman
• Program Coordinator Liza Kusmenko
• Gaming Manager Marcie Krumweide

past nine years, said in October 
alone, as much as $80 million 
went through the e-tab devices 
in North Dakota.

“It’s just blown up since the e-
tabs came on, and it’s also just 
got a little more nasty,” said Mc-
Daniel, stating with large sums of 
money, it can also attract certain 
bad influences along with it. “Ap-
parently, North Dakota loves to 
gamble.”

With the new year arriving, 
McDaniel said North Dakota’s 
legislature has plans to discuss 
how to come up with answers to 
policing gaming machines bet-
ter and keeping a stronger hold 
on where these games can be 
located.

“We’re trying to make sure 
these games are fair. People are 
more than welcomed to have 
fun,” she said. “Our main goal 
with the Gaming Division is to 
insure the public is enjoying fair 
games and the money generated 
for charitable purposes actually 
goes to charitable purposes.”

What initially began as fun 
gaming within locations with a 
liquor license – to which non-
profit organizations had to oper-
ate within the open hours of the 
business with the liquor license, 
typically bars, evolved into gam-
ing machines being featured in 
small-town restaurants and even-
tually gas stations and conve-
nience stores. 

McDaniel said there are 5,100 
gaming machines at 1,000 sites 
across North Dakota currently, 
and the Gaming Division only has 
three investigators to oversee all 
of them.

Unfortunately, McDaniel said, 
issues like what the Beulah CVB is 
facing is becoming a rising trend 
within the charitable gaming in-
dustry.

“With Beulah’s CVB, it might 
take us a while because these in-
vestigations aren’t just in Beulah,” 
she said. “Other places are doing 
wrong and are getting incorrect 
information from bad actors. We 
have eight investigations ongo-
ing right now and we just fin-
ished up another handful.”

In investigations like the CVB’s, 
McDaniel said it starts as a wide 
scope and then gets more de-
tailed as more information comes 
in.

“We’re not sure who’s con-
nected,” she said. “This could be 
a large web.”

GAMING  Cont from Page 1
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done over the year to benefit our state, region, coun-
ty and city utilizing gaming funds and non-gaming 
funds.”

“CVB employs over 15 FTEs (full-time employees) 
and PTEs (part-time employees) to conduct its gam-
ing activities, plus additional FTEs and PTEs to con-
duct CVB’s promotion of the CVB’s mission statement 
for the city of Beulah utilizing non-gaming funds,” 
Brinkman said. “All these activities are conducted 
under the direction of a non-compensated board of 
directors whose only benefit is to make the city of 
Beulah a better place.”

At a Sept. 16 regular meeting, the city of Beulah’s 
council approved a site authorization for the Beulah 
CVB for gaming at Molco Lanes and Dewey’s Lounge, 
valid Sept. 23, 2024 to June 30, 2025. A site authori-
zation was needed as Molco LLC decided to switch 
from using gaming machines from Beulah’s Women’s 
Action and Resources Center to using CVB’s gaming 
machines.

Before council unanimously approved the site au-
thorization, Ward 2 Councilman Adam Baker brought 
up a concern about the CVB getting involved with 
the bowling alley.

“It concerns me with CVB buying businesses for 
taking over loans for businesses,” Baker told council. 
“I’m not accusing anybody of anything, I’m just say-
ing. I’m still going to approve it, but I thought I’d 
bring it up.”

No other comments were made on the issue from 
council, nor from Brinkman, who attended the meet-
ing as the city’s economic development director.

McDaniel explained nonprofit organizations like 
the CVB can receive funding outside of charitable 
gaming, which, under state gaming laws, they’re al-
lowed to use that money however they see fit. Funds 
generated from charitable games, such as electronic 
pull tabs, poker, bingo, raffle and other such games, 
however, cannot be used for purchasing anything.

“They cannot use gaming funds to purchase any-
thing at all really,” McDaniel said. “They can use that 
money for charitable uses, but not for buying bars.” 

According to McDaniel, when nonprofit organiza-
tions generate money from charitable gaming, that 
organization then pays a gaming tax, and what’s left 
over, 60% is allowed to pay for operations of gam-
ing, including gaming expenses, maintenance to 
machines and on-site gaming employees. The other 
40% is to be used strictly for charitable purposes and 
paying its nonprofit employees, i.e. its CEO or CFO, 
secretary, maintenance staff and anyone employed 
by the nonprofit organization.

“Gaming employees cannot be paid out of that 
charitable account,” she said. “As far as what they pay 
their CEOs or CFOs, we don’t tell them what they can 
pay their nonprofit employees.”

The issue with Beulah’s CVB, McDaniel said, is vali-
dating how it spent that 40% and if and how any of 
that funding is tied to the Molco Lanes business.

Over the past year, Brinkman said the CVB board 
has provided support for a wide range of groups 
within the area, including local sports teams, 4-H and 
FFA organizations, first responder groups for equip-
ment and training, Bismarck Cancer Center and Coal 
Country Health Care Foundation, to name a few. 

He also mentioned the CVB has supported events 
like chili bingo, the Big Buck Contest, The Fly-in, 
economic development statistics and information 
to promote the region, tourism, a website and help 
produce a city guide and travel guide that are distrib-
uted in three state regions, among other things. 

“Organizations are what make up a community,” 
Brinkman wrote in his email. “At Christmas, we should 
be thanking everyone that took time out of their per-
sonal life to contribute to these organizations and re-
mind the community what these organizations have 
contributed to our community.”

McDaniel said the Beulah CVB received “bad infor-
mation” with what it can do with bars with relation 
to its charitable gaming license and funding, but she 
could not go into more detail owing to the ongoing 
investigation. She said, currently, the Gaming Division 
is investigating the CVB as a whole entity, in which 
if there are any violations found, the CVB could be 
merely fined, suspended or have its gaming license 
revoked. She said as the investigation develops, it 
may or may not involve criminal allegations.

“It could be either,” she said. “Until we look into it 
further, we can’t say if there will be penalties, if any, 
or if there are criminal violations.”

Since the anonymous complaint regarded gaming, 
McDaniel said the investigation is focused on that 
and could broaden.

“It started with gaming and it’s still in gaming,” she 
said. “This might take a little bit.”

McDaniel said the CVB is allowed to continue nor-
mal operations while the investigation is continuing. 

The Beacon reached out to Mayor Cheatley, but he 
directed any comments from the city to be made by 
city attorney, Scott Solem.

Solem emailed the Beacon Dec. 26, stating he nor 
anyone from the city, aside from Brinkman, has been 
contacted by any state investigator.

“I visited with Sean Cheatley, Heather Ferebee (city 
auditor) and Frank Senn (city chief of police) and in-
quired if any of them have received any complaints 
or allegations regarding potential wrongdoing by the 
Beulah CVB,” Solem wrote. “They each responded 
that they have not, though they have each heard of 
a potential investigation going on. I, myself, have not 
been approached or presented with a complaint or 
any allegations regarding the Beulah CVB.”

Solem went on to say since the city has not been 
formally addressed of any formal allegations of any 
wrongdoing by the CVB or Brinkman, the city is not 
taking any action on the issue. 

“Any substantiated wrongdoing on the part of the 
Beulah CVB and/or Beaver Brinkman will be con-
sidered at that time and appropriate action will be 
taken,” he said.

The Beacon also reached out to CVB Chairman 
Biles and Vice President Losson Leonard requesting 
a comment (through an email to CVB Office Admin-
istrator Robbin Brinkman), but they did not respond 
before press time.

BEULAH CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU 

Executive Board and Staff
• Chairperson Adrienne Biles

• Vice chairperson Losson Leonard
• Treasurer Granville “Beaver” Brinkman

• At-large member Cody Nelson
• At-large member Tyler Schmidt

• At-large member Olivia Akin
• Office Administrator Robbin Brinkman
• Program Coordinator Liza Kusmenko
• Gaming Manager Marcie Krumweide

past nine years, said in October 
alone, as much as $80 million 
went through the e-tab devices 
in North Dakota.

“It’s just blown up since the e-
tabs came on, and it’s also just 
got a little more nasty,” said Mc-
Daniel, stating with large sums of 
money, it can also attract certain 
bad influences along with it. “Ap-
parently, North Dakota loves to 
gamble.”

With the new year arriving, 
McDaniel said North Dakota’s 
legislature has plans to discuss 
how to come up with answers to 
policing gaming machines bet-
ter and keeping a stronger hold 
on where these games can be 
located.

“We’re trying to make sure 
these games are fair. People are 
more than welcomed to have 
fun,” she said. “Our main goal 
with the Gaming Division is to 
insure the public is enjoying fair 
games and the money generated 
for charitable purposes actually 
goes to charitable purposes.”

What initially began as fun 
gaming within locations with a 
liquor license – to which non-
profit organizations had to oper-
ate within the open hours of the 
business with the liquor license, 
typically bars, evolved into gam-
ing machines being featured in 
small-town restaurants and even-
tually gas stations and conve-
nience stores. 

McDaniel said there are 5,100 
gaming machines at 1,000 sites 
across North Dakota currently, 
and the Gaming Division only has 
three investigators to oversee all 
of them.

Unfortunately, McDaniel said, 
issues like what the Beulah CVB is 
facing is becoming a rising trend 
within the charitable gaming in-
dustry.

“With Beulah’s CVB, it might 
take us a while because these in-
vestigations aren’t just in Beulah,” 
she said. “Other places are doing 
wrong and are getting incorrect 
information from bad actors. We 
have eight investigations ongo-
ing right now and we just fin-
ished up another handful.”

In investigations like the CVB’s, 
McDaniel said it starts as a wide 
scope and then gets more de-
tailed as more information comes 
in.

“We’re not sure who’s con-
nected,” she said. “This could be 
a large web.”
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University of Jamestown Dean’s List
Molly Jennings, of Washburn, and Taryn Schurhamer, of 

Wilton, have been named to the Fall 2024 Dean’s List at the 
University Jamestown. Students are named to the Dean’s List 
when they earn a 3.5 GPA while taking at least 12 credit hours 
for the semester.

Bismarck State College President's List
"Achievements earned as a BSC student create a strong 

foundation for future career success by developing knowl-
edge, skills and discipline. The dedication shown today paves 
the way for new opportunities and equips them to confidently 
face challenges in their chosen career path," says BSC Interim 
President Brent Sanford.

The following area students have maintained at least a 3.50 
GPA on a 4.00 scale while enrolled in at least 12 semester 
hours of classes and qualify for the BSC President's Honor 
Roll.

ACADEMICS

Jan. 26
Washburn First Lutheran Church Supper Sunday 

Supper 4 until 6 p.m. Free will donation.

*Designates a 4.00 GPA
Rose Vogle, Washburn, 
Aisha Zaffino, Riverdale, 
Nate Wolski, Washburn, 
Kage Voigt, Washburn, 

Tripp Olson, Underwood
Deon Ewine, Wilton

Victoria Kraft, Washburn*
Gage Schuh, Wilton*

Shane Biberdorf, Wing*
Aaron Blumhagen, Washburn*
Kevin Brunelle, Underwood*
Harley Ternes, Washburn*
Ryan Jaeger, Washburn*

By Hunter Kamrath

“Sonic the Hedgehog 
3” stars Jim Carrey, Ben 
Schwartz, Keanu Reeves, and 
Idris Elba. The film is rated 
PG. 

One of the biggest surprise 
hits of the decade was the 
first of these “Sonic” pictures 
that was released in 2024. 
Each sequel has progressive-
ly made more money than its 
predecessor. Most of these 
stories feature meteorites 
crash landing on Earth that 
contain a hedgehog from an-
other planet with each one 
having special abilities. Our 
main character, “Sonic,” has 
the ability to run really fast. 

This time, “Sonic” is joined 
by “Knuckles,” who has su-
per strength, and Miles 
“Tails” Prower who special-
izes in gadgets. These three 
are recruited by the govern-
ment to take down a hedge-
hog named “Shadow.” This 
character has been in prison 
since crash landing on Earth 
in 1974. He was thrown in a 
secret government facility 
shortly after his landing and 
is out for revenge for some-
thing that happened during 

his time at that facility. 
The foe from the first two 

pictures, “Dr. Ivo Robotnik” 
is also in this film. He is once 
again played by Jim Car-
rey. Carrey also plays Ivo’s 
grandfather “Professor Ger-
ald Robotnik.” Gerald teams 
up with Shadow as he was 
also working in the same fa-
cility that Shadow was held 
in. Carrey’s two performanc-
es are the heart and soul of 
this movie. If you enjoyed his 
performance in the first two 
movies, you’ll enjoy him here. 
There is lots of fun and corny 
humor throughout the film 
with Carrey embracing what 
makes him very popular. At 
times, I really liked the co-

medic relief overall, but there 
were other times that I found 
it to be a bit too much. 

The other performances 
are pretty solid and make 
these larger-than-life stories 
very believable. 

The story is simple but fun. 
The visual effects are solid 
and are consistent with the 
other films in the series. The 
movie is fast paced with a lot 
of action throughout. 

I think this one continues 
the franchise well. The first 
two were fun, lighthearted 
movies that the whole fam-
ily can have fun with. The 
filmmakers understand their 
target audience here. They 
know children have fun with 
these stories and they stay 
consistent with that formula.

Overall, I had fun with this 
fast-paced picture. It’s con-
sistent with the first two and 
it’s a great way to escape for 
two hours. 

If you and your family had 
fun with the first two films, 
you will enjoy this one also. 
There is lots of action, solid 
special effects, and good 
performances. 

Overall score: 7/10

Film Pursuit
The fastest creature around

Hunter Kamrath

USE OF FLUORIDE IN 
CITY WATER

Dear Neighbors,

“And you shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind and with all your strength.’ The 
second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ There is no other command-
ment greater than these.” - Mark 12:30–31 
(ESV):

A part of this wonderful Commandment 
is to when possible inform your neighbor 
about any potential harm and try to prevent 
that harm.

Due to new evidence on the potential dan-
gers of adding fluoride to our drinking water, 
I am seeking at the February Washburn City 
Commission meeting to cease the practice. 
I would love to provide you with, and help 
educate on the scientifically sound evidence 
that led me to this conclusion. I would be 
honored if you would contact me with your 
opinion on the subject and if you would like 
to discuss evidence on the subject.

Thank you and God Bless,
Keith Hapip Jr.

Washburn


